A Man Without Egual

Here is a man who was born in an
obscure village, the child of a peasant
woman. He grew up in another village. He
worked in a carpenter shop until he was
30, and then for three years he was an
itinerant preacher. He never owned a
home. He never wrote a book. He never
held an office. He never had a family. He
never went to college. He never put his
foot inside a big city. He never traveled
two hundred miles from the place where
he was born. He never did one of the
things that usually accompany
greatness. He had no credentials but
himself.

While still a young man, the tide of
popular opinion turned against him. His
friends ran away. One of them denied
him. He was turned over to His enemies.
He went through the mockery of a trial. He
was declared innocent but was crucified.
He was nailed upon a cross between two
thieves.

Nineteen long centuries have come
and gone and today he is the centerpiece
of the human race and the leader of the
column of progress.

He never wrote a book, and yet more
books have been written about him than
anyone on earth. He never wrote a song
and yet he has furnished the theme for
more songs than all the songwriters
combined. This Jesus of Nazareth without
an army, conquered more millions than
Alexander, Caesar and Napoleon; without
science and learning, he spoke such
words of life as were never spoken before
or since and produced effects which lie
beyond the reach of orator or poet.

All the armies that ever marched, all the
navies that ever were built; all the
parliaments that ever sat and all the kings
that ever reigned, put together, have
not affected the life of man upon this earth
as powerfully as that one man - Jesus.

Who is Jesus?

He is unique in his life changing
messages. His  coming  was
predicted (prophesied) hundreds of
years before He was born. He is the
only One in the world who actually
predicted His own death and the
reason why. He is unique in the
supernatural miracles that He
performed, including His own
Resurrection:

Luke 7:22 .Go and tell the things you
have seen and heard: that the blind see,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the
poor have the Good News preached to
them.

The Good News is this: We are
put right with God not by what we
can do (no matter how much we try,
we are still imperfect); but by what
Christ has done for us on the cross.

What the Bible said of Him:

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word (Jesus) was God.

Romans 9:5 ... according to the (human)
flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the
eternally blessed God. Amen.
Titus 2:13 ... looking for the blessed
hope and glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ.

2 Peter 1:1 . to those who have
obtained like precious faith with us by the
righteousness of our God and Savior
Jesus Christ:

John 20:28 And Thomas answered and
said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"

What He claims to be:

John 8:58 "I tell you the truth," Jesus
answered, "before Abraham was born, |
am!"

John 10:30-33 Jesus said, "I and the
Father are one." Again the Jews picked
up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to
them, "I have shown you many great
miracles from the Father. For which of
these do you stone me?" "We are not
stoning you for any of these," replied the
Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a
mere man, claim to be God."

Many people are ready to accept Jesus
as a great moral teacher. This is not a
possible choice. A man who said the sort of
things Jesus claims and promises is either a
liar or a lunatic or is really what He claims to
be - God!

Someone who lived as Jesus lived, taught
and died as Jesus died, can such a person
be a lunatic? It would take more than a Jesus
to invent a Jesus!

God loves you and has a
wonderful plan for your
life!

"For | know the plans | have for you,"
declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future."

This is possible because:

1. Jesus died on the cross for
your sins!

It is this Good News that saves you, that
Christ died for our sins as the Bible says
He would, that He was buried and three
days afterward He rose from the grave.

2. He died for your sicknesses

It is by His wounds that you have been
healed.

3. Jesus died for your poverty

For you know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though He was rich,
yet for your sakes He became poor, so
that through His poverty, you might
become rich.

4. He died to give you peace

In Me you have peace. In this world
you will have trouble. But take heart, |
have overcome the world. My own
peace | give you. Do not be worried and
upset. Do not be afraid.

5. He died to make you
friends with God

Abraham believed God and because of
his faith, God accepted him as
righteous. And he was called God's
friend. St. James

The full weight of the wrath of God
against sin was poured on Jesus at the
cross. But how can one person died for all
the people of the world? The superlative
value of the one life, being God Himself, is
more than enough to pay the full penalty
of all our sins. His resurrection shows that
all the penalty have indeed been paid. Hell
had no right to hold him. He was raised for
our justification.

Jesus Himself said:
Listen! | stand at the door and knock; if
anyone hears My voice and opens the
door, | will come into his house and eat
with him, and he will eat with Me. Jesus

You say this prayer in your heart:

Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for
dying on the cross for my sins. |
receive You as my Lord and
Savior. Thank you for forgiving all
my sins. Help me to know You
more each day. Amen.



